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 for 

Bebe Pinter

(President’s Message continued from page 1)

corporation, recognized by the IRS as a 501 (C) (3) 
organization. The mission of the Foundation is to advance 

quality of life of West Highland White Terriers: and to further 
develop and communicate information regarding the health, 
care, breeding and quality of life of Westies to Westie 
owners, Westie breeders and veterinarians.

WFWW AFF
Leading the Way to Westie Health
WESTIE FOUNDATION OF AMERICA, INC

Request for Samples
 RESEARCH PROJECT SAMPLES NEEDED CONTACT INFORMATION

Genetic marker for

Atopic 
Dermatitis

Saliva swabs or blood 

samples from dogs with 

skin disease or from 

normal dogs 5 years of 

age or older from family 

lines free of allergies

Kim Williams

North Carolina State 

University

919-513-7235

kdwilli4@ncsu.edu

Genetic susceptibility of

Transitional Cell 
Carcinoma (TCC) 
(Bladder Cancer) 

Blood samples from 

dogs diagnosed with 

TCC and dogs over the 

age of nine who have no 

known cancers

Gretchen Carpintero

Ostrander Lab

National Human 

Genome 

Research Institute

301-451-9390

Dog_genome@mail.

nih.gov

Genetic marker for

Addison’s Disease

DNA from cheek cells 

and/or blood from 

affected dogs and 

unaffected dogs over the 

age of 7

Dr. A.M. Oberbauer

UC Veterinary School 

(Davis)

530-752-4997

http://cgap.ucdavis.edu/

Clinical Features and 

Genetic Basis of 

Idiopatic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis (IPF)

Blood samples from 

dogs diagnosed with 

PF and healthy dogs 

over age 8 without lung 

disease

Drs. Ned Patterson and 

Peter Bitterman

Katie Minor (contact)

University of Minnesota

612-624-5322

minork@umn.edu

Idiopatic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis (IPF)

Cheek and/or blood 

samples 

from dogs diagnosed 

with pulmonary fibrosis

Dr. Victor J. Thannickal 

 University of Alabama

Sample collection 

coordinated by 

Dr. Pamela Whiting, 

DVM

pgwhitingdvm@aol.com

707-529-9222 (cell/text)

707-837-8101 (clinic)

Dry Eye Syndrome
(keratoconjunctivitis 

sicca)

Dogs diagnosed with 

dry eye and dogs over 7 

years old with no ocular 

abnormalities

*participants must 

be available for 

appointments at UC 

Davis Veterinary Center 

(CA)

Dr. Sara Thomasy

UC Veterinary School 

(Davis)

530-752-1770

smthomasy@ucdavis.edu

For more information about any  
of the above projects visit  
www.westiefoundation.org
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T

th at the 

News On The Healthfront
By Kay McGuire, DVM, MS
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CMO Testing Made Easier
By Kay McGuire, DVM, MS

T

Prior to Collection/Preparations: 
 •

(Continued on page 5)

 •

to reduce the chance of dog to dog 

 •
dog’s mouth to see that no food or 

 •
avoid touching the inside of the dog’s 

 •

 •

the dog’s mouth or the inside of the 

 •
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(CMO Test Made Easier continued from page 4)

Use two swabs per dog.

than the inside of the dog’s mouth and the inside of the 

Do 
NOT blow on the swab.

Reinsert the tip of the swab into the closed end of 
the package

OptiGen requires signatures on the test request form 
by the owner and by either a witness or the person 
collecting the sample if other than the owner. Two 
signatures are required in order to proceed with 
testing

the (

REMEMBER: If you wish this Test result to be available 
on the OFA website, your dog must have a permanent 

PLEASE NOTE THE 

NEW ADDRESS FOR 

MAILING DONATIONS

Westie Foundation of America, Inc
c/o Jim McCain, Donor Manager

302 Hemlock Cove
Ball Ground, GA 30107

How to Collect the Cheek Swab Samples:
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Renal Dysplasia in Dogs
By Vetbook

R

genetic predisposition 

(Continued on page 7)

antidiuretic hormone activity

hypercreatinemia and 
hyperphosphatemia

these dogs have a higher 

often features poor 

assessed

Renal dysplasia in a dog, showing characteristic a large,  
normally developed glomerulus, and a small fetal glomerulus  

with a dilated Bowman’s capsule (arrow)[1]
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ectopic ureter

Leptospira spp

condition

References
et al

Vet Radiol Ultrasound 51(4)

et al

Mamm Genome 

J Small Anim 
Pract 41(9)

et al
Toxicol Pathol 

38(7)

et al
J Comp 

Pathol 133(1)

et al

Aust Vet J 81(6)

et al
of hemostatic parameters to detect 

J Vet Emerg Crit Care 
(San Antonio) 21(4)

Clin Techn Small Anim Pract 20

et al

(Renal Dysplasia in Dogs continued from page 6)

et al
J 

Am Anim Hosp Assoc 46(3)

et al

N Z Vet J 53(5)

et al

J S Afr Vet Assoc 
76(3)

et al

Vet Pathol 45(4)

J Am Vet Med Assoc 240(3)

Retrieved from “http://www.vetbook.
org/wiki/dog/index.php?title=Renal_
dysplasia&oldid=16780” 

Westie Wellness is printed by Art Communication Systems in Harrisburg, PA. The opinions expressed in the articles herein 

editor reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication. The editor welcomes comments, suggestions, and 

expressions of opinions from the readership. No portion of Westie Wellness may be printed without the written permission 

of the editor.
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P
cysts

Polycystic Kidney Disease
By Vetbook

and Fanconi’s syndrome

References
et al

Can Vet J 23(12)

et al
Vet Pathol 35(1)

et al
J Small Anim Pract 35

et al

PLoS One 6(7)

et al
Aust Vet J 

83(5)

et al

J S Afr Vet Assoc 77(4)

et al
Vet Pathol 35(1)

et al J 
Comp Pathol 133(2-3)

(Continued on page 9)

Glomerular polycystic kidney disease in an 11-month-old blue merle Collie[1]
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et al
Aust Vet J 80(6)

et al

Anim Genet 34(5)

Vet Clin North Am Small Anim Pract 31(2)

et al

Ultrastruct Pathol 28(1)

J Small Anim Pract 45(11)

et al
Aust Vet J 81(9)

et al
Aust Vet J 77(6)

(Polycystic Kidney Disease continued from page 8)
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A

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Getting Beyond Denial

Removing the Stigma of Genetic Disease
Breeding Programs

By Jerold Bell, DVM , Department of Clinical Sciences, Tufts Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine

Reprinted with permission.

(Continued on page 12)
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Matthew Breen PhD CBiol, FRSB
Oscar J. Fletcher Distinguished Professor of Comparative Oncology Genetics,  

Department of Molecular Biomedical Sciences, North Carolina State University (NCSU), USA

Also:
Associate Director, Forensic Sciences Institute, NCSU

Member, Comparative Medicine Institute, NCSU
Member, Center for Human Health and the Environment, NCSU

Member, Cancer Genetics Program, UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center
Visiting Scientist, Broad Institute of Harvard/MIT

MatthewBreen@Breenlab.org     Lab site: http://www.BreenLab.org

M

as part of the emerging human genome 

cytogenetic changes in numerous canine 

 and Associate 
Forensic 

Sciences Institute

Institute

the 

 and a  
 

Presentation Summary

We have demonstrated the presence of 
numerous genetic signatures associated 

(Continued on page 12)
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We have demonstrated that the genetic 

data provide strong evidence for a shared canine and human genomes in such a 

(Matthew Breen PhD CBiol, FRSB continued from page 11)

(Removing the Stigma continued from page 10)

st 

Working together to improve 
our breeds
Reducing the stigma of genetic 

conversation from gossip to constructive 

cooperative and supportive of researchers 
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Owners, Experts Share Experiences,  
Discuss Possibility that K (Laser) is Okay  

for Treatment of IPF in Westies
By Teresa Barnes

W
surgery for a torn anterior cruciate 

used in other diseases and conditions 

(Continued on page 14)

Tyler University of Minnesota Veterinary Medical 
Center Rehabilitation Manager,  

Kim Colvard, with Tyler

Dr. Lindsay Merkel with Tyler
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an improvement in the appearance of the 

measurement or test to assess 

have not seen an improvement 

(Owners, Experts Share Experiences continued from page 13)

decrease in the severity of the cough 

The therapy is non-invasive and the 

side of the thoracic area or the area on the 

and the dog may get up and move 

Treatments are continued through the 

(Continued on page 15)
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in humans and some 

researchers are seeing 

(Owners, Experts Share Experiences continued from page 14)

to share and compare information and 

Note: For information provided by the 
manufacturer of K-Laser, see the story 
that appeared in the Summer 2015 issue 
of the WFA newsletter (pages 18-19). 
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Facing Westie Lung Disease/IPF  
with Facebook and Friends

By Teresa Barnes

D

(photos and posting approved by Linda Shelley)

(Continued on page 17)
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together to provide a forum to share information 

 

(Photo and posting approved by Christine Leftakes)

(Facing Westie Lung Disease continued from page 16)
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(Cushing’s Disease from page 9)

Legacy Alliance
Earn your wings.

Ways to Help Build a Better  
Life for Westies Today and Forever

 

Leading the Way to Westie Health
WESTIE FOUNDATION OF AMERICA, INC

WFA’s Wills, Gifts and Bequests package can help you 
make arrangements to ensure our Westie breed’s health 
will be cared for into perpetuity.  
www.westiefoundation.org/legacy-alliance.html
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REVENUE
Individual Support Revenue from individuals supporting 
the Westie Foundation of America, Inc’s (WFA) mission in 
FY15 totaled $42,543 (55%) with an additional $2,353 in 
royalties from Affiliate programs/ Interest (3%) and 
$10,383 from fundraising efforts including the Facebook 
auctions (13%). WFA received a special gift of $21,980 
from the West Highland White Terrier Club of New 
Zealand to support research in Atopic Dermatitis (29%).

ASSETS 
Endowment Funds All memorials and honorariums are 
added to the Donor Restricted Endowment Fund which 
now totals $240,220. Through the legacies of Nancy 
Schoch and Daphne Gentry, we have significant funds 
dedicated to Pulmonary Fibrosis research and a veterinary 
scholarship. Our Donor Restricted Endowment Fund totals
52% of our assets. The income from these funds may be 
used to fund projects, but the principal is restricted by the 
Board of Directors and invested carefully to maintain 
principal while bringing a reasonable return.  In October, 
the Board decided to pursue a different approach to 
investing these funds and has decided to focus on four 
investment grade funds from Vanguard.  This change was
implemented in early 2016.

Unrestricted Funds The WFA has a cash balance of 
$219,541 to fund management operations, fundraising 
and program services. 

The inventory was valued at $1,968 at year end.

LIABILITIES
Future Projects WFA retains liabilities of $57,350 to fund 
planned future projects including deferred revenue 
($15,000) and future publishing ($42,350).

EXPENSES
Program Services In 2015, WFA continued support of 
research and education related to diseases affecting the 
West Highland White Terrier and held health seminars at 
the Roving and National Specialties weekend.  

Research Funds spent on research were almost all 
matched by funds from the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation and Morris Animal Foundation, 
compounding the benefits our Westies will receive. 
Grants funded addressed Evaluating the Contribution of 
Fungal Infection to the Pathogenesis of Atopic 
Dermatitis ($8,000), The Genetics of KCS in Westies 
($5,000), Transitional Cell Carcinoma ($5,000), and 
Establishing the Best Practices in the Treatment of 
Atopic Dermatitis to Prevent Antimicrobial Resistance 
($2,000). In addition, the WFA funded $4,900 to the 
University of Georgia to update the Westie e-book.

Education Education expenses included our website 
($786), the outstanding Westie Wellness ($5,076), and 
our sponsored seminars ($2,757).

Management and Fundraising These expenses were 
kept to a minimum by careful allocation of resources and 
the fact that all officers, directors, and committee 

Financial Report – Fiscal Year 2015 
Gary C. Sackett, Treasurer

(3%)

(23)(29%)

(4%)

Fundraising
(4%)

Management
(15%)

Program Services
(81%)

EExxppeennsseess  ==  $$4411,,664488

Unrestricted
Funds (48%)

Endowment Funds
(52%)

Inventory (<1%)

AAsssseettss  ==  $$446611,,773300  

% of Temp Endowment Funds
General Endowments (54%)
Pulmonary Fibrosis (23%)
Daphne Gentry (12%)
Addison’s Disease (2%)
Skin Issues (9%)

Checking



20 WWW . W E S T I E F O U N D A T I O N . O R G Summer 2016

OFFICERS
Bebe Pinter, President 

428 Hedgecroft Drive
Seabrook, TX 77586
bjpinter@msn.com 

(281) 326-3843 

Teresa Richardson Barnes,  
VP – Communications

Patient Outreach & Advocacy
Coalition for Pulmonary Fibrosis

637 So. McLean Blvd. 
Memphis, TN 38104

TeresaRBarnes@hotmail.com

Marianne Jacobs, VP – Fundraising 
4 Ajave Court 

Ladern Ranch, CA 92694 
terriertoys@cox.net

Kay McGuire, DVM, VP – Health
21511 Forest Vista Drive

Humble, TX 77338
kmcscash@aol.com

Susie Stone, Secretary 
 1202 Fumi Circle 

Kettle Falls, WA 99141 
sfstone4@outlook.com 

Gary Sackett, Treasurer 
6440 Sky Pointe Drive, #140-213 

Las Vegas, NV 89131 
treasurer@westiefoundation.org

Jim McCain, Donor Manager 
302 Hemlock Cove 

Ball Ground, GA 30107 
catercain@gmail.com 

Lindy Barrow
Joy Bruhl
David Butterfield
Suzanne Fodill
Kirsten Fox
Nora Hackathorn
Donna Harris
Donna Hegstrom
Michael Higginbotham, 

MD

Angie Jennings
Wayne Kompare
Lorraine Lennon
Mahmoud Loghman-

Adham, MD 
Tina McCain
Bob McCaskill, DVM
Mary Ann MInick
Maureen Murphy

Dean Nelson, CPA 
Michael J. Peltier, DVM
John L. Robertson 

VMC PhD
William (Sil) Sanders
Kim Smith
Nancy Stolsmark
Sue Thomson
Phyllis Vogt

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Westie Cartoon  
Caption Contest

Create the winning caption for this Westie cartoon. The winner will 

receive a WFA magnet. Please send your caption to bjpinter@msn.

com before October 1, 2016. The winner will be announced in the next 

newsletter with his/her caption.

Create a Caption for this Cartoon
Copy of original watercolour by Ruth Sutcliffe, England

“Mom, will you be ours!”

Winning Caption of Last Cartoon!

Verna Allbee

Leading the Way to Westie Health
WESTIE FOUNDATION OF AMERICA, INC

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thomas Barrie (Tom)
1 Janna Way
Lucas, TX 75002
opeterrpan@aol.com

Naomi Brown
2 Ridgecrest Avenue
Fairhaven, MA 02719
ashgateus@comcast.net

Kenny Fodill
8467 Wendellshire Way
Mechanicsvile, VA 23111
Kfodill@comfortsystemsinc.net

Valerie Fadok, DVM, PhD,  
Diplomate, ACVD

4402 Phil Street
Bellaire, TX 77401
fadokv@aol.com

Ann Marie Holowathy
145 Bunker Street
Doylestown, PA 18901
aholowathy@msn.com

Allison Platt
203 N. Slocumb Street
Goldsboro, NC 27530
allisonplatt79@gmail.com

Mary L. Sahady, CPA
140 Nichols Street
Falls River, MA 02720
mlsahady@gmail.com 

Anne Sanders
33101 44th Avenue NW
Stanwood, WA 98292
Anne@WestiesNW.com 

Pamela Whiting, DVM
1030 Elsbree Lane
Windsor, CA 95492
pgwhitingdvm@aol.com 

Stevann Wilson, ESQ
4010 Fountainwood Circle
Georgetown, TX 78633
westie@stevann.com


