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John (“drbob”) Robertson, VMD, PhD is a Professor of 
Pathology and is the Director of the Center for 
Comparative Oncology at VMRCVM.  Prior to his 
employment at Virginia Tech, he worked in the 
pharmaceutical industry developing new human and 
animal drugs, and was an Associate Clinical Veterinarian 
at Media Veterinary Hospital in Media, Pennsylvania for 
16 years, at the Springfield Animal Hospital in Springfield, 
Pennsylvania for 3 years and as a relief veterinarian.  He 

lives with his wife, Sue, two puppies of uncertain parentage, 12 cats, six geese 
and two ducks in Floyd, Virginia.  He has owned three Westies and as a person 
of Scottish ancestry, appreciates the breed immensely. 

Elizabeth (“Betsy”) McStay graduated from Connecticut 
College in 1998 with majors in Sociology and Women 
Studies.  Her work often focused on the sociological 
aspects of medical research.  After several years working 
in health­related legislative research, she began pursing a 
career in veterinary medicine.  Elizabeth’s experience 
includes working as a veterinary technician at a small 
animal hospital, participating in behavior research at the 
National Zoo and working with local animal shelters.  She 
is now in her second year at Virginia­Maryland Regional 
College of Veterinary Medicine.  Her unusual background 

for a vet student has given her a critical perspective on the medical community 
and focused her pursuit of her degree on the holistic welfare of her future 
patients.   Elizabeth views the communication between animal owner and 
veterinarian as the most important aspect in providing the best health care for 
pets.



 
 
 
Stephanie Shrader graduated from Wilson College in 2006 with a B.S. in 
biological sciences. At Wilson, she completed a research project and thesis 
entitled “Calcium Oxalate Urolithiasis in Oryctolagus cuniculus.” Upon graduation 
she began working for Charles River Laboratories as a Research Associate, 
developing morphometric techniques to assist in the pathology portion of various 
studies. Stephanie’s experience also includes many years working as a 
veterinary nurse/technician at a small animal practice. She is currently in her 
second year at Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine. 
Stephanie enjoys working in the corporate research environment and aspires to 
become a board certified veterinary pathologist.  


	Overview
	Diet and Environment
	Topic #1: Atopic Dermatitis
	Topic #2: Bladder Cancer (Transitional Cell Carcinoma)
	Topic #3: Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis
	Topic #4: (LCP) Legg-Calve-Perthes Disease
	Topic #5: (CMO) Craniomandibular osteopathy
	Topic #6: Luxating Patella
	Topic #7: Addison's Disease
	Topic #8: (IBD) Inflammatory Bowel Disease
	Topic #9: Juvenile Cataracts
	Prevention of Cataracts

	Topic #10: White Shaker Syndrome
	Topic-10-WSDS-9-23-08.pdf
	Topic 10: White Shaker Disease Syndrome
	Symptoms and Diagnosis
	Causes
	Treatment and Prevention



	Symptoms and Diagnosis
	Causes
	Treatment and Prevention



	Topic #11: Breeding and Whelping
	Stages of the canine estrous cycle
	Ovulation timing
	The LH peak 
	Feeding the bitch


	Perinatal Observation of the Bitch
	Bitch- record all observations in her record
	Pups- record all observations in each pup’s record
	Feeding/Nursing



	Topic #12: Aggression
	Topic #13: Canine Diabetes Mellitus
	Topic #14: Keratoconjunctivitis sicca ("Dry eye")
	Topic #15: Copper toxicity in the canine liver
	Topic #16: Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM)
	The Westie E-Book Team



